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Add.1

Revised List of Issues and Proposals for Discussion Related to Section K

K. Strengthening Governance for Sustainable Development at the National, Regional and International Levels

Note: In accordance with decisions taken at its first session, the Preparatory Committee would start consideration of ways of strengthening the institutional framework for sustainable development and evaluate and define the role and programme of work of the Commission on Sustainable Development at its third session (25 March-5 April 2002). 
In light of the above, proposals listed below will not be discussed during the interactive discussion groups of the second session of the Preparatory Committee. These proposals, along with relevant proposals made by the UN Secretary-General in his reports E/CN.17/2001/PC/3 and E.CN.17/2002/PC.2/7 (Parts VI and VIII (Section J)),  will be discussed during informal consultations organised by the Vice-Chairs of the PrepCom from Nigeria and Sweden (who were entrusted by the Bureau to take the lead in facilitating preparations for the third session of the PrepCom on institutional issues) on 7 February 2002 and who have earlier circulated to delegations a list questions on Ways of Strengthening the Institutional Framework for Sustainable Development and Evaluate and Define the Role and Programme of Work of the CSD.
1. Make a renewed and time-bound commitment to elaborate and implement national sustainable development strategies in all countries and encourage the UN system to assist developing countries and economies in transityion in this respect.

2. Encourage government agencies, NGOs and other major groups, including the private sector, who are developing sustainability strategies, to use the recently developed guidelines for national sustainable development strategies to evaluate and further develop their own strategies.  

3.  Encourage the UN system to assist developing countries and countries with economies in transition in respect of elaborating and implementing national sustainable development strategies.

4. Develop a manual on the development and implementation of sustainable development at the national level for launching at the WSSD.

5. Encourage and promote synergies, with due regard to their respective mandates, between the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Convention on Biological Diversity and the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, through various channels, to achieve sustainable development including eliminating poverty, addressing land degradation, desertification, access to water, food and human health.

6. An Implementation Committee for Agenda 21- which could have regional sub-committees, tasked, among other things, to be responsible for assessing countries’ national reports on the implementation of Agenda 21, and generating substantive recommendations.

7. Strengthen the system of international governance for sustainable development, such that an institutional mechanism is put in place with the capacity to facilitate the implementation of WSSD outcomes. In this regard, consider the need to strengthen the social dimension of global governance.

8. Undertake a substantive review of the whole institutional architecture related to sustainable development at the global, regional, national and local levels, and include the core bodies inside the UN such as the CSD, UNDP, UNEP as well as other subsidiary bodies of ECOSOC including the regional commissions,  the follow-up to the Millennium Summit and Major UN conferences, financial institutions, etc.

9. Build adequate regulatory and judicial institutions and infrastructure to achieve sustainable development, including by enacting and fully, fairly and effectively implementing laws that ensure the protection of individual rights, including workers’ rights, social and economic development and the protection of the environment.

10. Ensure that governmental and judicial institutions are fair, transparent, non-discriminatory, accountable and free from corruption by taking actions to address corruption at all levels, including providing an independent and informed judiciary.

11. Encourage countries to take an active part in ongoing negotiations of the UN Convention Against Corruption.

12. Establish adequate legal regimes to protect intellectual property rights and to criminalize counterfeiting.

13. Establish training programmes on topics such as law enforcement techniques, judicial institutions and customs enforcement.

14. Establish equitable and efficient tax systems.

15. Promote laws for the prevention of misrepresentation in advertising.

16. Promote and respect internationally recognized human rights.

17. Promote transparency in the formulation, promulgation and implementation of rules, regulations and technical standards, promote independent regulatory systems and recommend standard business and management practices, including improved cost recovery mechanisms.

18. Establish institutions and regulations that promote open competition.

19. Create stable systems of access to and allocation of natural resources, acknowledging that natural resource management and the provision of services dependent of their use have costs and that these costs must be accounted for and allocated throughout society in a transparent and equitable manner sufficient to ensure sustainability.

20. Develop mechanisms to ensure the legal sourcing of natural resource products.

21. Provide transparent administrative and judicial proceedings, the right of judicial review and appeal of government decisions, and adequate remedies.

22. Develop and maintain effective legal systems, including strong and clear laws, appropriate consequences for noncompliance, well-developed infrastructure for compliance monitoring assistance and enforcement, and citizen participation in all of these elements.

23. Provide for non-discriminatory and fair enforcement of laws and regulations.

24. Strengthen enforcement of anti-corruption laws.

25. Consider using the policy dialogues of ECOSOC for sustainable development impact analysis involving all relevant policy makers, and/or a Working Group on International Governance for Sustainable Development. 

26. Restructure the current institutional arrangements governing sustainable development to effectively realize the interdependent and mutually reinforcing characteristics of SD. 

27. Improve linkages and effective coordination of all agencies involved in the implementation of sustainable development, within and outside the UN system

28. Improve linkages and effective coordination of all agencies involved in the implementation of sustainable development, within and outside the UN system.

29. Enhance the role of regional institutions, such as regional development banks, UN Regional Commissions, and other regional organizations, in response to the growing demand to promote regional sustainability.  In this regard, regional programmes and activities should be actively promoted to respond to trans-boundary issues. 

30. Develop precise terms of reference for sustainable development governance, institutional structures, and define the scope of responsibilities for the major sustainable development players.

31. Recommend the establishment of  a Global Sustainable Development Court, under the auspices of the United Nations, to ensure strong compliance and settlement of disputes related to sustainable development.

32. Guarantee the rights of women and ensure their full participation in enabling sustainable economic, environmental and social development; and achieving gender balance in government institutions by 2005.

33. Create government departments or agencies for youth in all countries by 2005.

34. Promote and support a more balanced form of decentralization of responsibility in which devolution of power and provision of services is accompanied by adequate sharing of resources and authority at all levels

35. Add good governance as the fourth pillar of sustainable development.

36. Strengthen significantly the UNDP’s Capacity 21 programme as a key institutional mechanism for implementing Agenda 21.

37. Promote further strengthening of the institutional arrangements between UN and WTO.

38. Promote further strengthening of UNEP, with due respect to the respective mandates of the multilateral environment agreements" 

39. Promote participation of major groups in institutions at all levels.

40. Improve reporting mechanisms and ensure greater accountability and commitment.

41. Use the ECOSOC Forum, or devise another mechanism for providing assessments of  sustainable development implementation. 

