Note on the outcome of the sixth meeting of the Bureau of CSD-10
acting as the Preparatory Committee for the World Summit on Sustainable Development
(Washington DC, 7 December 2001)

1.
The Sixth meeting of the Bureau took place in Washington on 7 December 2001. The meeting was chaired by H.E. Mr. Emil Salim, Chairman of the Preparatory Committee. The following Vice-Chairs participated in the meeting:, Mr. Ositadinma Anaedu (Nigeria), Mr. Richard Ballhorn (Canada), H.E. Mr. Lars-Göran Engfeldt (Sweden), Mr. Ahmed Ihab Gamaleldin (Egypt), Mr. Jan Kära (Czech Republic), H.E. Mr. Alexandru Niculescu (Romania), Ms. Maria Luiza Viotti (Brazil) and Ms.Jeanette Ndhlovu, the ex officio representative on the Bureau from South Africa. The Vice-Chair from Japan, H.E. Mr. Kiyotaka Akasaka, was represented by officials from the Japanese Embassy in Washington. Mr. Christian Olver, Director-General of Environment and Tourism of South Africa also participated in the meeting. Staff from the WSSD Secretariat and officials from Canada, Indonesia, and Sweden were also present at the meeting. 
2.
The objectives of the sixth meeting of the Bureau were to:

· review preparations for the “brainstorming sessions” scheduled to take place in New York, 16-17 January 2002 (change of dates from 15/16 to 16/17 Jan.!).
· meet with the GEF Council, World Bank and Washington-based NGOs to discuss practical ways of their involvement and expected contributions from these institutions to WSSD and its preparatory process. 

Review of preparations for the brainstorming sessions to be held in New York, 16-17 January 2002.

3. The members of the Bureau agreed that the brainstorming sessions should provide for an open, informal exchange of views in preparation for the second session of the Preparatory Committee. The Report of the Secretary-General for the WSSD, which will be available by mid-December, would serve as the background document for the brainstorming discussions. 

4. Main issues of the discussions would be:   key themes for the Summit emerging from the regional preparatory processes, possible outcomes of WSSD with a focus on strengthening implementation and launching partnerships at the global, regional and national levels, and implications for the institutional framework for sustainable development.

5. It was also agreed that, while the brainstorming is mainly intended to facilitate  governments’ preparations for the second session of the Preparatory Committee,  CSD rules would apply with regard to the participation of Major Groups in the brainstorming sessions. 

Meeting with Washington-based NGOs.

6. The Chairman and members of the Bureau informed the representatives of Washington-based NGOs about the preparatory process for the WSSD and the multi-stakeholder-process. They exchanged views on the emerging themes and desired outcomes of the WSSD.

Discussion with GEF Council

7. The Bureau had a lunchtime discussion with the Council of the Global Environment Facility. The GEF Chairman, Mohamed El-Ashry, informed the Bureau that GEF would be making a number of contributions to the preparations for Johannesburg, including roundtables on energy and climate change, forests and biodiversity, and land, water and food security. GEF would also organize two Ministerial Roundtables on financing for environmental sustainability, with an emphasis on non-ODA finance, to be held in conjunction with the Conference on Financing for Development and the final WSSD PrepComm in Jakarta. Each of those roundtables will submit a report with recommendations to the WSSD Preparatory Committee. In addition, GEF would be seconding a staff member to the WSSD secretariat. 

8. In the discussion, it was suggested that mobilizing support for sustainable development could be more difficult in the aftermath of 11 September. On the other hand, there were indications that the Kyoto Protocol might receive the required ratifications by the time of the Summit. The outcome of the WTO Doha meeting also seemed promising.

Discussion with the World Bank

9. The Bureau also met with a number of World Bank officials, led by Kristalina Georgieva, Director for the Environment, for an exchange of views. The World Bank was committed to the implementation of Agenda 21, with a particular focus on promoting investment in sustainable development, reducing poverty, achieving the Millennium Development Goals, and supporting development in Africa. However, it was noted that financial support for UN system development programmes, including those of the World Bank, UNDP and UNCTAD, had declined even more that overall ODA, with budgets cut by half in some cases. It was suggested that the impact of the Johannesburg Summit might be maximized if it focused on a limited number of priority themes, such as health, food, water, energy, education – especially for women, and science and technology.

10. The World Bank is working on innovative financing schemes, such as a global carbon fund and a system of payments for environmental services such as upstream watershed protection. An increasing number of World Bank projects were being undertaken by partnerships of multilateral and bilateral agencies, blurring the line between multilateral and bilateral finance. This fragmentation of financing for sustainable development was creating problems concerning the coordination of development activities at the national level in developing countries. There were indications that some donor countries intended to increase their ODA commitments, but there were still concerns about the effectiveness of ODA. Subsidy reduction, tax reform and internalization of externalities in pricing were other financial instruments for promoting sustainable development with limited funding. Promoting the use of mutual funds and “green” funds for sustainable development should also be considered.

11. In addition to the general programme of action to be adopted by the Johannesburg Summit, it was hoped that participants, including governments, the private sector and NGOs, would come to the Summit with announcements or proposals for local or regional partnership projects. These would not be negotiated or adopted by the Summit, but could be recognized or endorsed as part of the outcome of the Summit.

12. The World Bank is preparing a number of inputs to the Johannesburg process, including a study on innovative financing for sustainable development in cooperation with UNEP and IMF, a study on poverty-environment linkages in cooperation with UNDP and DFID (UK), and a study on land and water management for food security in cooperation with GEF and CGIAR.

Next Bureau meeting

13. The next meeting of the Bureau will take place on 14 January, and if needed 15 January 2002 in New York. 
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