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World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)

         Press Release - 21 November 2001

High Level Regional Meeting for the World Summit on Sustainable Development to take place in Phnom Penh (27-29 November)

Phnom Penh, 21 November 2001: A high-level 3 day regional meeting will take place in Phnom Penh from 27-29 November to articulate the regional position for the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD). The WSSD, which will be held in Johannesburg, South Africa next year, is the ten-year review of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio in 1992. 

The meeting will take place at the Hotel Intercontinental in Phnom Penh from 27-29 November 2001. The meeting is organized jointly by the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN ESCAP), and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). UN ESCAP will be represented by Mr Kim Hak-Su, Executive Secretary and UN Under-Secretary-General.

The Meeting will have two major components:

· An Asia-Pacific Round Table on Sustainable Development, to be held on 27 November 2001 will consider the regional platform paper which will be presented to the Ministerial segment for endorsement.

· The Round Table will also include a session on financing sustainable development, which will look at innovative ways of financing development activities including private sector partnerships. Innovative partnership mechanisms are very relevant especially in light of declining Official Development Assistance (ODA) in recent times. 

· The Round Table on Sustainable Development will be followed by Ministerial Deliberations on 28 to 29 November 2001. The Meeting will formulate and adopt a "regional platform" that will comprise a regional assessment of the implementation of Agenda 21, key policy issues and priorities for sustainable development, goals for the region in the next decade. Specific proposals regarding strengthening or raising the effectiveness of regional and international cooperation, including institutional arrangements and financing will be considered. 

The meeting will be inaugurated by His Excellency, Mr. Hun Sen, the Prime Minister in the afternoon of Wednesday 28 November.

The media are invited to attend the event at three Press Conferences.
1. After the opening session and the Prime Minister's speech, there will be a press conference and release from approximately 15.15 hrs. on Wednesday 28 November.  The media are welcomed to attend the opening session, which will begin at 14.00.

2. At the closing session there will be a further Press conference at which the Joint Press Statement will be released.  This is scheduled for 17.00-17.30 hrs. on Thursday 29 November.  The media are welcomed to attend the Closing session which begins at 15.00 

3.  There will be a third Press Conference and book release at a parallel event at the venue, organized by UNDP, at which the new publication “Approaches to Sustainability: Civil Society Participation in the Asia & Pacific Region" will be released.  The publication release will be accompanied by a press release and discussion among members of civil society in the region of the prominent role that Civil Society has played (and will continue to play) in society/government cooperation.  The meeting will take place at 10.45- 12.15 hrs. on Wednesday 28 November at the venue, and the media are welcomed to attend.

Information kits will be available at the event, and further press releases will be made available on the day before the event. 

For more information, please contact:

Mr David Lazarus, Chief, United Nations Information Services, UN/ESCAP Bangkok,

Tel: 662 288 1866. FAX:662 288 1052. Email: unisbkk.unescap@un.org

lazarus.unescap@un.org 

Tim Higham, Information Office,United Nations Environment Programme

Tel +66 2 2882127. Email: higham.unescap@un.org

John Brittain, Public Information Officer, UNDP Cambodia

Tel: 012 818 766; 023 216 167. Fax: 023 216 257

Email: john.brittain@undp.org
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