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A. Background 

1. Does your country have a National Agenda 21 or a similar strategy/policy document? 


(If yes, please list the key focus areas addressed in that document)


No.

SD principles and the global Agenda 21 were adopted on the governmental level in Lithuanian Environmental Strategy and Action Plan (1996).

Decision on establishment of the National Commission on Sustainable Development was approved by the Government in July 2000. Members of the Commission are ministers/vice-ministers, representing major ministries as well as representatives of the President’s Office, scientific institutions, NGOs and other stakeholders.

In 1996, the Prime Ministers of the Baltic Sea Region took the initiative to develop an Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region. This was the start of the Baltic 21 process, and sustainable development in the Baltic Sea Region – encompassing economic, social and environmental aspects – is the objective of that process.

Now the implementation of the Action Programme is in progress within seven sectors: agriculture, energy, fisheries, forests, industry, tourism, transport and spatial planning, and in Spring 2000, an additional sector - education - was entered to the Baltic 21 process.

2. Are there any Local Agenda 21 initiatives in your country? 


(If yes, please list the key focus areas of the Local Agenda 21 initiatives)


Yes.

In 1999, Environment Centre for Administration and Technology (ECAT) developed a project to support thirteen small and medium-sized municipalities in initiating Local Agenda 21 processes and action plans for sustainable development. As part of this project, municipalities receive information, materials, training, and individual consultations to support their Local Agenda 21 process. Project is mainly focusing on assisting municipalities to prepare their strategies and action plans for SD, concentrating on wide public involvement and participation, as well as stimulating co-operation at national, regional and local level. 

3. How has your UNDP Country Office and/or National Capacity 21 Program been involved in the National Agenda 21/Local Agenda 21 process in your country?

Yes.

UNDP CO has provided some financial as well as advisory support to LA21 processes in Lithuania.

B. National WSSD Preparatory Process (ongoing/planned):

1. What are the key objectives of the preparatory process?



Conducting of a national assessment, preparation of a country report, drafting a national strategy for sustainable development.

2. When did it start?



Spring 2000

3. Who is financing the process? (Government, UNDP, Capacity 21, others…) 



Government, Earth Council, Application prepared for support from Capacity 21.

4. Which national agency is leading the process?



The Ministry of Environment

5. Who are the key stakeholders participating in the process? How are they participating? 



The Ministry of Environment is leading and coordinating the process at present. In a near future greater role will be taken by National Commission for Sustainable Development. Several NGOs take active part in WSSD promotional campaign as well as contribute to preparation of a country report.

6. What are the cross-cutting themes of the national WSSD preparatory process (e.g., poverty and sustainable development, sustainable energy, sustainable communities, etc.)?



Poverty, Sustainable Transport, Education for Sustainable Development

7. What is the methodology/mechanism established for the preparatory process? (working groups, consultation processes, reports, etc.)



Working group responsible for the preparatory process has been established by the Ministry of Environment. Consultations have been conducted and relevant information requested from responsible ministries or authorities and is analyzed by the working group. National assessments to be presented to and discussed within the target groups, including media, National Commission for SD, scientists, educational institutions, Government, NGOs. Separate discussion to be conducted with the academia on how Lithuanian Science could contribute to the model of SD. Extensive Public Campaign is going to be organised to attract attention of a general public to the problems and perspectives of SD in Lithuania. 

8. How has your UNDP CO and/or National Capacity 21 Program (if one exists) been involved in the preparatory process?  



UNDP CO has recently been approached for a support to the preparatory process and is going to take an active role in assisting with the coordination, NGO involvement, providing methodological advice and in other issues.

9. What are the needs to ensure the continuation of the process (technical and/or financial)?



Strong working group has to be created, including scientific minds. Greater attention is to be given to information gathering and coordination process. More stakeholders are to be involved. Substantial financial support is needed for ensuring the quality of a National report and the preparation of a SD strategy.

C. Workplan:

Please attach the workplan for the national preparatory process (if available).

Note: Kindly submit the report to Mr. Rastislav Vrbensky (rastislav.vrbensky@undp.org), copied to Ms. Esra Sarioglu (esra.sarioglu@undp.org) before 15 September 2001, for distribution during the workshop. 

