COUNTRY REPORTING ON THE NATIONAL ASSESSMENT AND CONSULTATION PROCESS FOR WSSD 

Country: Slovakia

Prepared by: Frantisek Kolocany, Ministry of the Environment

A. Background 

1. Does your country have a National Agenda 21 or a similar strategy/policy document? 


(If yes, please list the key focus areas addressed in that document)

The National Strategy of Sustainable Development started being prepared in 1999 in the framework of the project „Capacity Building for Sustainable Development in the Slovak Republic” with financial support provided by the United Nations Development Programme. The project was guaranteed by the Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic and implemented by the Regional Environmental Center Slovakia.

Preparation of the National Strategy of Sustainable Development was being carried out while applying principles of participation, transparency and “down-up” approach. Representatives of all major groups of the society according to AGENDA 21 (i.e. sectoral Ministries, municipal associations, non-governmental organisations, research institutions, universities, private consultancies, etc.) participated in its preparation in a form of several working groups dealing with partial aspects of sustainable development (economic, social, environmental, cultural, historical, institutional). The draft strategy was in accordance with the project work plan submitted to public discussion and to the process of strategic environmental assessment (SEA) in September 2000.

The National Strategy for Sustainable Development is based on a complex analysis of the state of the society. Based on this analysis principles and objectives of sustainable development have been defined. The National Strategy of Sustainable Development defines sustainable development as a target oriented, long-term (continual), comprehensive and synergetic process affecting the conditions and all aspects of life (cultural, social, economic, environmental and institutional) on all levels (local, regional, global). The sustainable development is oriented towards such a functional model of a certain community (local and regional community, country, international community), which qualitatively meets biological, material, spiritual and social needs and interests of people, while eliminating or significantly reducing the impacts that threaten, damage or destroying conditions and forms of life. The sustainable development does not overburden the landscape, utilises the resources reasonably and protects the cultural and natural heritage. 

2. Are there any Local Agenda 21 initiatives in your country? 


(If yes, please list the key focus areas of the Local Agenda 21 initiatives)

In the framework of the above mentioned project “Capacity Building for Sustainable Development in the Slovak Republic” a Small Grant Programme was carried out which was oriented to support of municipalities and non-governmental organisations in promotion of sustainable development at local (municipal) level. Besides that local Agendas 21 were worked out in several municipalities of Slovakia. 

3. How has your UNDP Country Office and/or National Capacity 21 Program been involved in the National Agenda 21/Local Agenda 21 process in your country?

UNDP Country Office in Slovakia participated in the Project Board and the Steering Committee which were supervising the realisation of the project “Capacity Building for Sustainable Development in the Slovak Republic”

B. National WSSD Preparatory Process (ongoing/planned):

1. What are the key objectives of the preparatory process?

The preparatory process has been oriented towards mainly to preparation of the National Strategy of Sustainable Development and preparation of a pilot Regional Agenda 21 for a selected region in Slovakia. Besides this a complex report on application of Agenda 21 (Country Profiles) is prepared each year for the UN. 

2. When did it start?

It is an ongoing process which started in 1997 when the Resolution of the Government 655/1997 on draft application of Agenda 21 and evaluation of sustainable development indicators in the Slovak Republic was adopted.

3. Who is financing the process? (Government, UNDP, Capacity 21, others…) 

The activities determined by the above mentioned resolution are financed by the Government. UNDP has financed the Capacity 21 programme in the Slovak Republic and project “Capacity Building for Sustainable Development in the Slovak Republic, within which the National Strategy for Sustainable Development has been worked out.

4. Which national agency is leading the process?

Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic

5. Who are the key stakeholders participating in the process? How are they participating? 

Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic

Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic

Ministry of  Health of the Slovak Republic

Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic

Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic

Ministry of Construction and Regional Development of the Slovak Republic

Ministry of Finance of the Slovak Republic

Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic

Ministry of Transport, Post and Telecommunication of the Slovak Republic

Ministry of Soil Management of the Slovak Republic

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic

Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic

Ministry of Justice of the Slovak Republic

Ministry of Defense of the Slovak Republic

Office for Statistics of the Slovak Republic

Office for Nuclear Control of the Slovak Republic

Regional Offices (8)

District Offices (79)

These bodies participate in preparation of the National Reports on application of Agenda 21 and most of them participated also in preparation of the National Strategy of Sustainable Development.

6. What are the cross-cutting themes of the national WSSD preparatory process (e.g., poverty and sustainable development, sustainable energy, sustainable communities, etc.)?

There are no specific cross-cutting themes which would be dealt with by the state bodies.

7. What is the methodology/mechanism established for the preparatory process? (working groups, consultation processes, reports, etc.)

8. How has your UNDP CO and/or National Capacity 21 Program (if one exists) been involved in the preparatory process?  

UNDP Country Office in Slovakia participated in the Project Board and the Steering Committee which were supervising the realisation of the project “Capacity Building for Sustainable Development in the Slovak Republic”. 

9. What are the needs to ensure the continuation of the process (technical and/or financial)?

There are financial needs to cover expenses related to preparation to WSSD. 

