COUNTRY REPORTING ON THE NATIONAL ASSESSMENT AND CONSULTATION PROCESS FOR WSSD 

Country: Uzbekistan

Prepared by: Ajiniyaz Reimov, National GEF Officer and Alexandr Mironenkov, Project Manager, Capacity 21 Program

A. Background 

1. Does your country have a National Agenda 21 or a similar strategy/policy document?


(If yes, please list the key focus areas addressed in that document)

Uzbekistan has a draft National Agenda 21, which will be widely discussed and finalized during the implementation of the Capacity 21 Program. The key focus areas are: 1) sustainable use of land and water resources; and 2) strategy for adaptatiion to climate change consequences (drought).

2. Are there any Local Agenda 21 initiatives in your country?


(If yes, please list the key focus areas of the Local Agenda 21 initiatives)

So far there are no Local Agenda 21 initiatives in the country. However, one of the objectives of the Capacity 21 is to demonstrate and test in two pilot districts approaches to sustainable development at grass root level through Local Agenda 21 and to feed back experiences to the national level.

3. How has your UNDP Country Office and/or National Capacity 21 Program been involved in the National Agenda 21/Local Agenda 21 process in your country?

UNDP CO supported the development of the National Agenda 21. As mentioned earlier, Capacity 21 Program supports both the finalization of the National Agenda 21 and pilots Local Agenda 21 at the district level.

B. National WSSD Preparatory Process (ongoing/planned):

1. What are the key objectives of the preparatory process?

The key objective of the preparatory process is 1) to assess the progress made by Uzbekistan in the implementation of the global environmental conventions; 2) to undertake an inventory of the activities by various ministries/agencies related to the fulfillment of decisions adopted at Rio-de-Janeiro; 3) to involve civil society, NGOs in the process; and 4) to analyze the ways of accelerating the process of implementation of the international conventions on sustainable development.

2. When did it start?

It officially started on November 2000 by establishment of inter-agency group for coordination of preparations for WSSD.

3. Who is financing the process? (Government, UNDP, Capacity 21, others…)

Each ministry is undertaking its part of the preparations with their own funds. Capacity 21/UNDP Program is supporting some aspects of the preparations.

4. Which national agency is leading the process?

Ministry of Macroeconomics and Statistics is the leading agency for WSSD preparations.

5. Who are the key stakeholders participating in the process? How are they participating?

The key stakeholders are the State Committee for Nature Protection, the Permanent Working group on Sustainable Development, the Secretariat of Agro-industry complex of the Cabinet of Ministers, the Main Administration on Hydrometeorology, and Department of the Cabinet Ministers for External Economic Relations and Foreign Investments. These agencies participate in the discussions and preparation of the national report for WSSD. 

6. What are the cross-cutting themes of the national WSSD preparatory process (e.g., poverty and sustainable development, sustainable energy, sustainable communities, etc.)?

Sustainable use of water and land resources; sustainable communities.

7. What is the methodology/mechanism established for the preparatory process? (working groups, consultation processes, reports, etc.)

The Cabinet of Ministers has created the inter-agency group. Each ministry/agency undertakes the analysis of the situation under its mandate. Report of each agency will be compiled into one coherent one and then it will be discussed and commented upon. The final product after the discussions and endorsements will be the national report for WSSD.

8. How has your UNDP CO and/or National Capacity 21 Program (if one exists) been involved in the preparatory process?  

UNDP CO is involved in the preparatory process through the Capacity 21 Program.

9. What are the needs to ensure the continuation of the process (technical and/or financial)?

National structures on sustainable development need to be further strengthened by provision of methodological, technical, and financial support.

C. Workplan:

Please attach the workplan for the national preparatory process (if available).

Note: Kindly submit the report to Mr. Rastislav Vrbensky (rastislav.vrbensky@undp.org), copied to Ms. Esra Sarioglu (esra.sarioglu@undp.org) before 15 September 2001, for distribution during the workshop. 

