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New Partnership Initiative to strengthen the implementation of Agenda 21

(to be developed further while moving towards WSSD and beyond)
April/2002 Rev 1

	1.  Name of the Partnership/Initiative

“Promoting Capacity building for Sustainable Agriculture”
Expected date of initiation: Launch of the global approach planned for the Summit
Expected date of completion: Ongoing


	2.  Partners Involved:

CropLife International is the global organization representing the research-based plant science industry, it is committed to the promotion of sustainable agriculture through the provision of appropriate technology and information within an economic, social and environmental responsible framework.  Through its regional Asia-Pacific affiliate CropLife Asia, has supported the establishment of the Asia-Pacific Regional Technology Center (APRTC – http://www.aprtc.org).  

WorldView International Foundation (WIF - http://www.wifoundation.org/wif.html), a development organization with hands-on experience, knowledge and the capacity to cover a range of communication and media activities for development, has been a key partner in this effort.  WIF enjoys consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC) and has collaborated with a number of UN, Multi-lateral and Bi-lateral agencies.

APRTC itself is an independent, U.S. registered non-profit corporation focused on the promotion of sustainable agriculture through the provision of online learning opportunities to agricultural professionals (agLe@rn). The Center relies on collaborative relationships with a range of experts including staff of leading educational institutions in the region and beyond. To date, staff of the following have been involved in the facilitation of APRTC’s agLe@rn courses: 

· University of the Philippines Los Banos, Philippines

· Kasetsart University, Thailand

· Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand

· The Natural Resources Institute of the University of Greenwich, U.K, and the 

· International Rice Research Institute, Philippines.  

APRTC’s ‘students’ come from a range of organizations representing the major sectors involved in serving farmers including the for-profit crop protection industry, government, non-government and development.

Major Groups: Are as stated above: NGOs, Business and Industry, Scientific community
Governments: 
Staff of several government organizations in the Asia-Pacific region have received agLe@rn scholarships to participate in the online courses.  Most of these individuals are employed in government research institutes or as plant quarantine officers.  Teaching faculties of national universities are another major source of APRTC’s students.  Alumni comments and contributions, particularly in pilot courses are the basis for subsequent improvements in the course.

Intergovernmental Organizations: 

Many of APRTC’s students are working in local non-governmental or other development projects.  Some of these initiatives receive support from national and intergovernmental organizations.  One example is the regional STREAM initiative, which aims to offer support to the livelihoods of poor peoples who manage aquatic resources.  STREAM’s founding partners include: Network of Aquaculture Centres for Asia-Pacific (NACA), Voluntary Services Overseas (INGO) London, Regional Aquaculture Office, Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and Department for International Development (DFID), UK Government.  Efforts are made to have courses reviewed and staff of intergovernmental organizations are seen as key resources and invited to act as external reviewers and facilitators.  Staff of FAO and the International Rice Research Institute have acted in this capacity.

Leading partner: Asia-Pacific Regional Technology Center
Name of the contact person/focal point: Robert T. Raab, Director, APRTC  (robert@aprtc.org)
3.  Main objectives of the Partnership/Initiative

Please provide a brief description:

APRTC’s Web-based online eLearning programme – agLe@rn - uses modern information, communication and educational technologies to provide individuals working with small holder farmers with the updated knowledge and skills they need to be effective agents of change for sustainable agriculture. The value and feasibility of eLearning is proving itself and has a demonstrated potential to help bridge the knowledge and technology gaps that exist between what is known in centers of learning and what information and knowledge is needed among the millions of the developing world’s rural population.

Although the ideal approach would be to provide farmers with direct access to the information and knowledge they require, in most of the developing world this is not yet feasible. The numbers involved are too great and the prerequisite information and communication infrastructure and knowledge in how to take advantage of this resource is not yet widespread. Given this situation, APRTC has chosen to initially target agricultural professionals. They are the individuals who are best positioned to help farmers access the information and knowledge they need for to reap the benefits of knowledge-intensive, sustainable management practices and include extension and development agents, NGO workers and community based (farmer) organisations, academics and employees of agri-food companies.

Courses already being implemented, or scheduled for implementation in 2002 include: 

· Digital Literacy for Agricultural Professionals, 

· Promoting Responsible Pesticide Use, 

· Introduction to Integrated Pest Management (IPM) – general context, 

· Cotton IPM, Vegetable IPM and Rice IPM. 

All training course modules were developed by recognized experts from the universities involved in the programme, other institutions and independent consultants.  All course materials are public domain (open source) and there are no restrictions governing their use by interested individuals. 




	Value added of the New Partnership Initiative:

Although originally developed to serve agricultural professionals in the Asia-Pacific region, CropLife, APRTC and WIF are now proposing to explore ways of accelerating the global outreach of this educational resource to developing counties in Africa and Latin American. It is hoped that this will allow more agricultural professionals, to take advantage of the educational opportunities offered and will ultimately lead to improved knowledge and information flows to resource poor farmers.

Specific actions of contribution to the Initiative might include:

· Promotion of  the agLe@rn programme and encouraging more key stakeholders to take advantage of the its eLearning opportunities on SARD.  Stakeholders include extension agents, NGOs, development workers, farmer groups and policy makers.

· Identification, provision and support of experienced subject matter experts (course facilitators).
· Facilitating access to computers and Internet connectivity.

· Sponsoring deserving participants through contributions to APRTC's agLe@rn scholarship fund.
· Translating training modules, including to local languages and into different formats appropriate for a range of different stakeholders.

· Contributing to the identification and development of further training modules.

· Facilitating the replication and development of local but mutually supporting linked versions of the agLe@rn model.

· Provision of technical human resources and infrastructure (programmers, instructional designers, graphic artists, Internet hosting).

· Contributing to the development of an open source (non-commercial with free access) learner management system that could be shared by other educational institutions interested in offering online courses related to SARD.

Please also provide a brief description of the relationship of the Partnership/Initiative with the objectives of Agenda 21 as well as relevant goals and objectives of the United Nation Millennium Declaration:

The initiative will promote sustainable agriculture practices to agriculture professionals that work with smallholder farmers and other rural development stakeholders in developing countries. This will result in improved farming practice that minimise environmental impact, whilst improving agricultural productivity.

Some of the International Developments Targets (IDT) tackled through the initiative are: education, gender, environment, health and sustainable development. The latter requires a major contribution from sustainable agriculture and rural development – particularly in terms of poverty alleviation, food security and economic development of the rural area. Since the initiative is planned to be broadened worldwide (emphasis: developing countries) it would also support meeting the special needs of Africa.

Expected results:
Please provide a brief description:

Cadre of trained agricultural professional with updated skills in sustainable agricultural practices and the ability to use new information and communication technologies to access and evaluate relevant electronic information and knowledge. These professionals work directly with smallholder farmers in developing countries. The target number of participants for the first year of the programme is 700 and is expected to continuously increase in the long term.



	4. Specific targets of the Partnership/Initiative and timeframe for their achievement:
Agricultural professionals in private, government and non-government sectors. Ultimately smallholder farmers in developing countries. 

· Partnering with additional technology centers in Africa, Latin America 

· New partnerships with educational venues in those countries

· Identification of specific action plans to close the digital divide among those facilitating training and participants enrolled in the courses (facilitating computer access)



	5.  Coordination and Implementation mechanism

Please provide a brief description of expected coordination/implementation mechanism of the Partnership/Initiative.
The programme will be coordinated and implemented by the Asia Pacific Regional Technology Center with support from CropLife International, CropLife Asia, WIF and other collaborating institutions.



	6.  Arrangements for funding

Please describe available and/or expected sources of funding for the implementation of the Partnership/Initiative (e.g. donor government(s); international organization(s)/financial institution(s); foundation(s); private sector; other major groups, etc.)  

CropLife International is currently providing the initial funding needed to establish the Center. 

In the longer term, it is expected that APRTC will be largely self-sustaining with its operating budget coming primarily from course fees. Small amounts of funding have already been collected in this way with participants being sponsored by private companies and by the Asia-pacific STREAM Initiative hosted by the Network of Aquaculture Centers for Asia Pacific (NACA) with support from DFID, AUSAID, FAO and VSO  (http://www.enaca.org/stream). A scholarship fund to support deserving participants from government, NGO and academia has been established to which public and private donors are being invited to contribute.



	7.  Arrangements for capacity building and technology transfer

Please include information if the Partnership/Initiative provides for training, informational support, institutional strengthening and/or other capacity building measures: 

The partnership is a training initiative that provides capacity building for agricultural professionals in developing countries. It will also build up the digital literacy capacity of these professionals. 

Please also provide here a brief description of expected arrangements for technology transfer (if applicable).

The initiative provides for participation of agricultural professionals in Web-based courses.  Thus, knowledge is transferred on both sustainable agriculture and on digital literacy.  The technology being transferred is primarily related to Internet-based training and eLearning methodologies.



	8.  Links of Partnership/Initiative with on-going sustainable development activities at the international and/or regional level (if any)

Please provide a brief description:
The initiative links with the currently operational training programme in the Asia Pacific region. It will also link with sustainable development activities globally being undertaken by CropLife International, Worldview International and other partners as they come on board.







	9.  Monitoring Arrangements

Please describe expected arrangements for monitoring of progress in the implementation of Partnerships/Initiative after it will be launched at the WSSD:

(e.g. frequency/modalities of preparation of progress reports; electronic updates, news-letters, etc)
APRTC is very committed to transparent evaluation and reporting of its activities. Student evaluations of courses are conducted and published on its Website. A Web-based alumni database is being developed and visitors to APRTC’s Website will be able to view reports on alumni by sector, by organization, by country and by gender. Great efforts are made to have independent reviews of all courses and courses to date have been reviewed by expert individuals from FAO and the University of Florida.  Scholarship funds, administered by an independent board, will be audited and reported annually. 



	10. Other relevant information: 

CropLife International underlines the plant science industry’s efforts to contribute positively and constructively to WSSD and stands ready to contribute to this important process and to taking actions to implement Agenda 21 goals. To this end and following the UN Commission on Sustainable Development’s recommendation at its meeting in 2000 (CSD-8, Paper on Agriculture, paragraph 46), CropLife has gathered - as a first step - case studies taking place at the smallholder farm level in developing countries - where industry has helped “creating opportunities for sustainable agriculture”, rural development, food security, technology and knowledge transfer as well as protecting and enhancing the environment through multistakeholder partnerships. The 30 case studies identified actually embrace about 60 different stakeholders in over 40 countries. See publication on the web: http://www.gcpf.org/whats_new/SustainableAgriculture/index.htm. 

The New Partnership Initiative now put forward, builds on CropLife’s technical and scientific expertise, knowledge and experience especially in the field of training and education. It is a step to develop further one of the most innovative case studies, to seek further partnerships in order to be able to replicate and to transfer more knowledge to other regions, which will benefit more rural people.


	11.  Name for contact information:

Name: Annik Dollacker 

Position: CropLife International WSSD Project Team Chair

Address: avenue Louise 143,  B 1050 Brussels,  Belgium 

Phone:   +49 2173 383719 / mobile : +49 172 25 44 292 

Fax:       +49 2173 383454 /  
E-mail: annik.dollacker.ad@bayer-ag.de
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