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	Name of the Partnership/Initiative

UNIDO Initiative on Technology Transfer: Assessing Needs – Promoting Action
Expected date of initiation: 20th of May 



	Partners Involved:

Special Unite for Technical Cooperation among Developing among Developing Countries, World Business Council for Sustainable Development
Leading Partner: UNIDO

Name of the contact person/focal point: Ms. Freudenschuss-Reichl, 

Special Representative and Assistant Director-General for UN Affairs ODG/NYK
Address: One United Nations Plaza; room DC1-1110

Phone: 212-9636890

Fax: 212-9637904

Freudenschuss-reichl@un.org



	Main objectives of the Partnership/Initiative

The UNIDO Initiative combines national technology needs assessments (TNAs) with a process for setting national and sectoral priorities in building the capabilities to acquire modern technologies, and ensure rapid technology transfer. The UNIDO initiative also incorporates a process for “match-making” (or alliance building) for specific cooperation endeavours, based on UNIDO’s previous experiences in this area.
Please also provide a brief description of the relationship of the Partnership/Initiative with the objectives of Agenda 21 as well as relevant goals and objectives of the United Nation Millennium Declaration:

The, transfers and applications of modern technologies are central to sustainable development. Modern technologies have a crucial role in achieving the Millennium Declaration Development Goals and particularly in alleviating poverty. Technology is a powerful tool to narrow the gap between those countries that are benefiting from globalization and those for which globalization has led to marginalization.

Unfortunately many developing countries face major challenges in properly attracting, using and developing modern technologies. In order to overcome these challenges, national strategies and international assistance have to work hand in hand. The UN system can encourage and support strategies to help developing countries in this regard.
Expected results:
Involve major stakeholders in developing countries and economies in transition in a consultative process to identify national and sectoral priorities, and overcome the barriers to technology transfer at three key levels: (a) nation, (b) sector and (c) enterprise


	Specific targets of the Partnership/Initiative and timeframe for their achievement:
Promote TNA in developing countries and economies in transition and start pilot projects at national and sectoral levels. 



	Coordination and Implementation mechanism

As a first step, a short self-assessment tool will be made available to interested countries/government entities. This will allow countries to self-assess their overall national technological capabilities (NTCs). The TNA covers areas such as policy institutions, research and technology organisations, the links between government and firms, the effectiveness of national technology strategies and technology development programs. The self-assessment phase should be completed within a few months. 

The ‘tool’ covers the three key features of NTC: 

(a) the ability to formulate policies and strategies correctly (i.e. policy making capability) 

(b) the requirements of the policy making machinery needed to carry out policy;

(c) the performance of existing policy machinery in meeting targets (i.e. implementation capability).

The tool can be applied to environmental technologies and all other key areas of technology transfer. It can then be used to profile of the strengths and weaknesses of the overall NTC, which then can form the basis of a UNIDO assisted national strategy for technology transfer.

Those countries that decide to participate in the self-assessment, will be invited to regional (and sub-regional) consultation meetings, facilitated through appropriate bodies, including, the UN Regional Commissions. These consultation meetings will discuss the TNA tool; as well as exchange views on success-stories and share lessons of experience. Since it is not possible to deal with all technologies in the same way, it will be proposed to focus on sectoral priorities that are of particular relevance to a given region or sub-region.

	Arrangements for funding

To be discussed with partners 



	Arrangements for capacity building and technology transfer

The whole project is focused in providing capacity building and transferring technology. 



	Links of Partnership/Initiative with on-going sustainable development activities at the international and/or regional level (if any)

The Initiative will benefit from the on-going industrial promotion and technology activities of UNIDO and its various tools and methodologies related to technology transfer. 



	Monitoring Arrangements

To be developed in consultation with the partners. 



	Other relevant information: 

Web-site (if available): www.unido.org



	Name and contact information of the person filling in this table:

Name: Fernando Casado Cañeque

Address: 

UNIDO Liaison Office New York

One United Nations Plaza; room DC1-1110

New York, NY 10013

Phone: 212-963 6882

Fax: (212) 963 7904

E-mail: unido@un.org



