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Partnerships/Initiatives to strengthen the implementation of Agenda 21

Organizers/initiators of partnerships and initiatives are invited to fill in the table below and submit it to the WSSD Secretariat at: 

Ms. Monika Linn, Senior Adviser on Sustainable Development

Address: Two UN Plaza, Room DC2-2234, New York, N.Y. 10017

Phone: 1 (917) 367 20 89; Fax: 1 (212) 963 42 60

E-mail: linnm@un.org

	Name of the Partnership/Initiative

Enhanced Environmental Health in the Pacific

Expected date of initiation: 2002

Expected date of completion: 2005



	Partners Involved

Governments:
Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, French Polynesia, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Niue, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu
Intergovernmental organizations:

SPC

WHO

SOPAC 

ADB

AusAID

GPA (Global Programme of Action)

GWP (Global Water Partnership)

NZODA

SPREP, FORSEC

UNDESA

UNEP

UNESCO

WB

Major groups and non governmental organizations:

FSP (Foundation for the People of the South Pacific)

Greenpeace Pacific/WWF Pacific

Live & Learn

USP/FIT/FSM

Leading Partner: 

SPC (Secretariat of the Pacific Community)

Name of the contact person/focal point: Public Health Programme Manager, Dr Mark Jacobs

Address: SPC

               BP D5

               98848 Noumea Cedex

               New Caledonia

Phone: + 687 262000

Fax: + 687 263818

E-mail: MarkJ@spc.int 



	Main objectives of the Partnership/Initiative

Brief Description 

Environmental health is fundamental to public health, and improved environmental health is a core apsect of sustainable development. Good sanitation, drinking water, air quality, food safety, disease control and housing conditions are essential to health, well being and quality of life. In the Pacific region, there is substantial scope to improve environmental health, and so improve the overall health of Pacific Island peoples.

Over the last decade a number of regional meetings and declarations have called for a coordinated and holistic approach to environmental health development and management. Examples are the Yanuca Island Declaration on Health in the Pacific in the 21st Century, which was signed by Ministers of Health in 1995, and the Raratonga Agreement “Towards Healthy Islands” in 1997. These declarations called for a range of environmental health initiatives, focusing on both health promotion and health protection. Similarly, Agenda 21 highlights the crucial importance of protecting and improving environmental health, in the context of achieving sustainable devlopment. During the last 12 months, discussions between the Secretariat of the Pacific Community and a number of Micronesian Countries have confirmed that interest in and commitment to improving environmental health in the Region continues. However, to date few concrete initiatives have been put in place. 

A key barrier to progress in this area has been the lack of a coordinated regional approach to identifying and addressing priority environmental health issues, linked to a lack of strategic approaches to the issues within the countries and territories in the Region, and a lack of technical advice available to those countries and territories. Addressing this gap, through this initiative to be based at the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), is an important first step in achieving environmental health improvements.

SPC is the best organisational location for such an innitiative. It already has an active Public Health Program based in Noumea, meaning that the initiative will be readily able to draw on other public health expertise in areas such as health promotion, epidemiology and food safety, as well as broader professional support. The Public Health Program also has excellent links with National health ministries and with other international organisations whose work can impact on environmental health. This means that the benefits to be gained from the initiative will be maximised.

Brief description of the relationship of the Partnership/Initiative with the objectives of Agenda 21 as well as relevant goals and objectives of the United Nations Millennium Declaration:
Agenda 21: Chapter 6 ‘Protecting and Promoting Human Health’ states that health and development are intimately connected, and includes improved environmental health as a particular priority. This initiative is entirely consistent with the principals of Agenda 21, and is necessary if countries in the Region are to be assisted in making progress towards achieving the objectives of Agenda 21.

Sustainable Development for Small Island Developing States (SIDS), recognises that SIDS have particularly onerous constraints upon their development and that sustainable development requires regional co-operation and coordination to improve national capacity.

Expected results:
· Improved identification of priority environmental health threats in the region, with a particular focus on their link to sustainable development

· Improved management of these threats, including through enhanced coordination and cooperation between countries and territories

· Support to individual countries and territories to assist them in developing and implementing environmental health improvement plans and other initiatives, and development and implementation of relevant legislative provisions. This would include initiatives in relation to incorporation of consideration of environmental health issues in sustainable development policies and programs, and in development decision making

· Continuing advocacy for environmental health initiatives, and for the importance of achieving environmental health improvements



	Specific targets of the Partnership/Initiative for their achievement (2002-2005):

· October 2002- June 2003- initial consultation on development of Regional Environmental Health Strategy, and data gathering on status of in-country policy and legislative frameworks

· July 2003- October 2004- development of Regional Environmental Health Strategy and of implementation plan, and approval of countries obtained. Consultation with countries on in-country policy/legislative initiatives commenced.

· November 2004-October 2005- Development and implementation of in-country initiatives. 
· Throughout the life of the project- advocacy for environmental health, especially as it relates to sustainable development, at both Regional and national level. Technical support and advice to national environmental health agencies/staff, and assistance in developing plans and submissions to address specific issues


	Coordination and Implementation mechanism

The initiative will be coordinated and implemented by the Public Health Programme of SPC, in close collaboration with member countries, international agencies, donor organizations and regional organizations.



	Arrangements for funding

· The initiative will be supported by existing public health expertise and resources in SPC.

· Total estimated additional funding required to enable the initiative to be undertaken- USD420 000.


	Arrangements for capacity building and technology transfer

· The initiative will focus on working closely with national agencies and staff, to jointly develop locally relevant policies/plans/legislation, and build local capacity to undertake priority environmental health work

· The initiative will develop a Regional strategic approach to priority environmental health issues

· The initiative will reduce fragmentation in the management of environmental health issues in the Region

· The initiative will assist countries and territories in the Region to fulfill international commitments



	Links of Partnership/Initiative with on-going sustainable development activities at the international and/or regional level

· 3rd World Water Forum Secretariat and World Water Council (WWC)

· Global Water Partnership (GWP)

· Healthy Islands initiative

· Yanuca Island Declaration on Health in the Pacific

	Monitoring Arrangements

· SPC’s  governing council sessions and annual SPC/WHO meeting of Regional Health Ministers

· Council for the Regional Organisations in the Pacific (CROP) Health Working Group


	Other relevant information: 

Web-site: for more information on SPC and its Public Health Programme-  http://www.spc.int
 for more information on sustainable development and Pacific preparations for WSSD- http://www.pacificwssd.org  



	Name and contact information of the person filling in this table:

Name: Dr Mark Jacobs

Position: Manager, Public Health Programme

Address: SPC (Secretariat of the Pacific Community)

Phone: +687 262000

Fax: +687 263818

E-mail: MarkJ@spc.int 




