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Fact Sheet

Johannesburg Summit 2002 — the World Summit on Sustainable Development — promises
to be one of the largest and most important international meetings ever held on the integration
of economic, environmental and social decision-making. The Summit will focus on building
commitment at the highest levels of government and society for action to implement Agenda
21, a comprehensive plan for achieving sustainable development adopted at the 1992 Earth
Summit in Rio. 

Key Facts

Sustainable development has been defined as “development that meets the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” (Our
Common Future: Report of the World Commission on Environment and Development (The
Brundtland Report), 1987). It calls for improving the quality of life for all the world’s people 
without increasing the use of our natural resources beyond the earth’s carrying capacity. 
Efforts to build a truly sustainable way of life require the integration of action in three key areas:

• economic growth and equity
• conserving natural resources and the environment
• social development

• The Summit will bring together tens of thousands of participants, including heads of State
and Government, national delegates, and representatives of the Major Groups identified in
Agenda 21:

• business and industry • workers and trade unions
• women • NGOs
• children and youth • scientific and technological
• indigenous people communities
• local authorities • farmers

• The Summit will take place at the Sandton Convention Centre, just outside Johannesburg.
An NGO forum will be held at the nearby Gallagher Estate. 

• The intergovernmental agenda will form the core of the Summit. In addition, the views of the
Major Groups listed above will be integrated into the Summit deliberations through a multi-
stakeholder dialogue process and other events held both before and during the Summit.

• Issues for the Summit’s core agenda will be agreed upon through a series of national, regional 
and global preparatory meetings with governments and other organizations. 

• Media: A fully staffed and equipped Media Centre will be available at the Summit. 
Registration forms will be available on the Summit website, www.johannesburgsummit.org.
Media inquires should be directed to the UN Department of Public Information at: 
Telephone: 1-(212)-963-6870 / 1-(212) 963-2932 / 1-(212) 963-7704; 
Fax: 1-(212) 963-1186; and E-mail: mediainfo@un.org

Published by the United Nations Department of Public Information


