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A. Background 

1. Does you country have a National Agenda 21 or a similar strategy/policy document?

The development objective of Bulgarian Capacity 21 is to build institutional and human resource for sustainable human development. The program lays the groundwork of a National Agenda 21. As of now, Bulgaria has no National Agenda 21, but the process towards its development has started by promoting and testing models for sustainable development at the municipal and regional level. Since 1999 this process was strengthen by the new Regional Development Act. 

Legal basis for the National Plan for Economic Development for the 2000 to 2006 Period is the Regional Development Act. The plan has the potential to be transformed eventually into a national Agenda 21, if relevant adjustments were introduced.

The drafting of the Plan itself was a highly participatory process. A series of seminars and discussions were held for experts and representatives of local government, the social partners. NGOs, and civic association. The overall objective is to integrate the sectoral and regional programs based upon an analysis of overall national development into a common development strategy. Its strategic objective is “attaining stable low inflation economic growth as condition for raising incomes and improving living standards with a view to further integration into the European economic and social areas. National economic and social policy should tackle long-term priorities such as completing the transition to market economy, raising the quality of life and adapting human resources to new economic conditions and European integration, achieving balanced and sustainable regional development.

2. Are there any Local Agenda 21 initiatives in your country? 


(If yes, please list the key focus areas of the Local Agenda 21 initiatives)

Yes, there are Local Agenda 21 initiatives in Bulgaria. The focus areas are: 
· Creation of mechanisms for broad public participation in the decision-making process;

· Promotion of local democracy, good governance, and decentralization;

· Establishment of mechanisms for interaction and dialogue between civil society and public administration at local, regional and national levels (LCSD, Municipal Forums, Councils for Regional Development, Agencies for Local Economic Development, NCSD);

· Promoting mechanisms for networking, partnership and cooperation between municipalities (twinning arrangements, LA21 movement)

· Ensuring synergy between policy advice, advocacy and policy formulation (elaboration of strategies for local sustainable human development), and identification and implementation of demonstration projects.

3. How has your UNDP Country Office and/or National Capacity 21 Program been involved in the National Agenda 21/Local Agenda 21 process in your country?

The institutionalization of sustainable development in Bulgaria through the establishment of a National Commission for Sustainable Development is among the main objectives of Capacity 21 program. This activity started with careful analysis of the challenges to SD and the question of how to establish an effective and influential NCSD and national SD strategy, carried out by the Center for Social Practices. Shortly after the study was finished, a great part of the same team started to draft the new Regional Development Act. The Act was adopted by the Bulgarian parliament on the 11th of March 1999. According to its stipulations the Regional Development Council shall adopt National Strategy and national report on sustainable development and solve other problems of national importance with regard to sustainable development.

Capacity 21 program promotes good governance and aims at enhancing local decision-making and on opening up channels of communication between local people and local authorities through Local Agenda 21. The Capacity 21 strategy has striven to design holistic approaches, which can accommodate environmental, gender, and social concerns into municipal development plans.  

B. National WSSD Preparatory Process (ongoing/planned):

1.  What are the key objectives of the preparatory process? 

The objectives are:

· To establish an expert working group which will integrate the analysis and recommendations into a vision for the future of the country;

· To review laws, policies, strategies, programs, and plans in the context of sustainable development concept and international commitments of the country 

· To prepare a comprehensive and in-depth analysis and assessment of national Rio+10 process; 

· To conduct consultations with the major stakeholders;

· To organize workshops to discuss the design of the national Rio+10 assessment, and the findings of the research conducted;

2. When did it start?

It started in April 2001.

3. Who is financing the process? (Government, UNDP, Capacity 21, others…)

Government and UNDP through Capacity 21 Program are financing the process.
4. Which national agency is leading the process?

Government - The Executive Agency on Environment and Sustainable Development

5.   Who are the key stakeholders?

The following key ministries: of regional development, economics, environment, agriculture, social policy, healthcare, and education, prominent NGOs and private business are the key stakeholders in this endeavor. 

The cross-cutting themes include poverty and sustainable development, sustainable energy, sustainable communities, biodiversity and climate change, integration of the principles of sustainable development into laws, strategies and programs.

6. What is the methodology/mechanism established for the preparatory process? (Working groups, consultation processes, reports, etc.)

The process of the national Rio+10 assessment is highly participatory, inclusive, interactive and consultative. It includes representatives of the 3 major groups – government, NGOs and business.

The methodology includes establishment of working groups, a sociological survey to assess the opinion of the 3 major groups on the impact of SD initiatives, their involvement, commitments as well as their aspirations and expectations for the future, and workshops with focus groups to verify the results and consultations. The process will finish with the elaboration of a final report.

7. How has your UNDP CO and/or National Capacity 21 Program (if one exists) been involved in the preparatory process? 

UNDP has supported the establishment of the NCSD to prepare a work plan for the RIO+10 process. The Capacity 21 PCU in its capacity of a secretariat of the NCSD, has supported the establishment of a working group and recruitment of consultants for the preparatory process. The PCU is providing on a constant base expert advice and technical support to the Executive Agency of the Ministry of Environment and Water and the National Commission for Sustainable Development.

8. What are the needs to ensure the continuation of the process (technical and/or financial)?

Technical assistance and knowledge based advisory services need to be further provided to the government so that Bulgaria comes to the WSSD well prepared.  

C. Workplan:

A comprehensive research will be conducted to assess the existing strategies, policies and plans in the context of sustainable development concept and to what extent the legislative or regulatory framework as well as institutional capacity enables or hinders their effective implementation. The survey will focus also on the mechanism for coordinating the participation of different community groups in the planning and implementation of the initiatives for sustainable development and their impact on different stakeholders. Recommendations will be made on how to improve fundamentally the reposition of environmental objectives into national development planning and sectoral policies. 

The expected outcomes are as follows:

1. A multifunctional, multidiscipline expert working group established;

2. Analysis of laws, policies, strategies, programs and plans related to the progress towards sustainable development, and of the institutional capacity that enables or hinders their implementation;

3. Findings and recommendations for vision, perspective, policies, and the next steps that should be taken to improve the national planning process and its implementation.

Activities for 2001
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1. Selection and composition of expert group










2. Terms of reference for the expert group established










3. First workshop on laws, strategies, policies etc










4. Survey with questionnaires










5. Three focus groups (business +NGOs + government on central, regional and local levels)










6. Survey conducted










7. Progress report










8. Second workshop to verify the results










9. Final report elaborated










